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Topical Importance: The topical importance of this diploma paper iscausedby the 

heightened interest to the modem political discourse and by worsening of the 

humanitarian situation around the world. In its turn this factor activates the 

communicative processes of political interactions that are dedicated to their solution of 

various humanitarian problems. 

Goals:The major goal of this study is to reveal and to describe the conceptual and 

pragmatic properties of the lexical items with the meaning humanity humanness" in the 

contexts of modem political discourse obtained from the materials of The USA 

Presidents' speeches for the period since 1993 till2010.  

Tasks: There is a number of tasks one should accomplish to achieve the above set goal: 

 to define the terms “world-image" and “concept" within the theories of cognitive 

linguistics and culture studies: 

 to examine the concept “Humanity" as axiological category; 

 to analyze the previous experience of the research methods applied to the linguistic 

studies into the processes of verbalization of the concept “Humanity Humanness"; 

 to examine the typology and structural characteristics of political discourse; 

 to accomplish definitional and componential analysis of the lexis that contain in its 

semantics the component “humanity humanness"; 

 to analyze interpret these lexical items in the contexts of political discourse; 

 to reveal the conceptual structure, that motivates the semantic representation of 

these contexts; 

 to design a single cognitive model, that correlates with different methods of 

verbalization of questions that are connected with the problem of humanity in 

political discourse. 

Theoreticalvalue:the theoretical value of this research consists in analyzing the 

theoryof concept and world-image with regard to the actualization of such phenomena 

in the conceptual sphere “Humanity Humanness" in modem American Political 

discourse. 

Practical applicability: possibility of use of this study's results in the linguistic works is 

devoted to research of the text and a discourse at lectures and seminar of cross-cultural 

communication. Materials of work can be of interest to translators and culturologists, 

and also teachers of English. Materials of the research can be used in lecture courses 

and elective courses. 

Results:the revealed universal and differentiated characteristics of the concept 

“Humanness" allowed to discover conceptually conditioned and culturally marked 

mechanisms of political communication. The highlighted culture peculiarities motivate 



 

the semantic and pragmatic specificity of verbalization of this concept in American 

political discourse. Moreover, according to the lexical-semantic and cognitive analysis 

the conceptual sphere is divided into three zones: mental, emotional and actional. 

These three modes determine the pragmatics of political communication devoted to the 

events and situations, when the principles of humane attitude towards people are 

severely violated (wars, ethnical clashes, natural disasters). 

Implementation advice: The data of the conducted research can be used at the English 

language classes for the students specializing in cross-cultural communication and 

political journalism. 


