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Topical Importance:  With the advent of cognitive approach in the linguistic 

studies metaphor has acquired the new meaning and function and now is being widely 
used as a crucial device  for establishing new word-meaning via metaphoric 
expansion and as a tool for conceptual subcategorisation. The cognitive approach 
adopted in this paper takes up the notion of metaphors as conceptual source spheres 
providing metaphoric words and expressions for the target domain “Politics”.     

Goal: The major goal of this study is an attempt to analyze and describe in 
detail the language corpora which enters political discourse via conceptual metaphors. 
Tasks: There is a number of tasks one should accomplish to achieve the above set 
goal: 

- to give the scope of academic views on the problem of cognitive metaphor; 
- to identify the productive source domains for the target domain “Politics”; 
- to describe how different notions of politics are conceptualized through 

different metaphors . 
Theoretical value:  Most of our abstract categories are organised cognitively by 
structures borrowed from more concrete categories. In cognitive linguistics  
conceptual metaphors are thus defined as a mapping of the structure of a source model 
onto a target model. Taking this into account one can work out cross-theoretical 
approach towards nomination process in the political discourse.  
Practical applicability lies in the opportunity to use the metaphorically structured 
language corpora in bilingual lexicography, as well as for practical course on cross-
cultural communication. 
Results: In particular, this paper investigates political metaphors with the source 
domains of “GAME”, “SPORTS” and “WAR”. 
Implementation advice: The data of the conducted research can be used at the 
English classes for the students specializing in the area of business and commerce, or 
for the journalists specializing in the sphere of politics, as well as in the practice of 
bilingual lexicography.  


