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Topical Importance: This diploma paper pursues the aim of adequate analysis and 

interpretation of political texts and public speaking of politicians along with the key messages 

they transfer. The research into the linguistic means and communicative strategies which prevail 

in verbal representation of political events provides deeper understanding of the political 

discourse semantics and the principles of political and social reality design.  

Goal: The major goal of this study is to clarify the definition of the communicative phenomenon 

known as «trash-talk» within modern political discourse, identify, describe and systematize the 

language means objectifying it. 

Tasks: There is a number of tasks one should accomplish to achieve the above set goal: 

- define the concept of “discourse”; 

- define the concept of “political discourse”; 

- list and consider the types of persuasion; 

- identify strategies and tactics for the implementation of means of persuasion in political 

discourse; 

- define the concept of «trash-talk» and consider the implementation of this phenomenon 

referring to the extracts from of Boris Johnson's public speeches and essays; 

- on the basis of the empirical analysis, identify the issues that Boris Johnson comments on in a 

domineering and dramatic communicative manner. 

- describe the stylistic devices used by Boris Johnson on the syntactic and semantic level in the 

framework of «trash-talk»; 

- determine the frequency of various stylistic devices contributing to the implementation of 

tactics and strategies corresponding with deviant and aggressive verbal behavior of Boris 

Johnson; 

- consider the implementation of communicative strategies and tactics in the context of the 

«trash-talk» phenomenon; 

- identify the criteria of «trash-talk» in the political discourse of Boris Johnson. 

Theoretical value lies in the correspondence of the work to the needs of linguistics, studies of 

political thinking and behavior, development of political discourse analysis methods, as well as 

in the need to free political communication from manipulative technologies. This work provides 

a theoretical justification for the phenomenon that appeared not so long ago in political discourse 

and can be used in the future as an auxiliary tool in the analysis of political discourse. 

Practical applicability lies in the opportunity to use the results of the carried out research for 

the courses in cross-cultural communication, stylistics and discourse analysis. The empirical data 

and results of the conducted research form the foundation for the educational product “A Guide 

to the Stylistic and Rhetorical Features of Boris Johnson's Political Discourse: Glossary of Boris 

Johnson's Remarks” and can be used in lectures and seminars in text and discourse theory, 

conflict theory, and translation linguistics.  

 

Results: The results obtained in the current research can serve as the foundation for better 

understanding of the «trash-talk» phenomenon and its basic characteristics. It was revealed in 

relation to which groups of people and events Johnson chooses such model of speech behavior. 



There were identified figurative and expressive linguistic means in Johnson's «trash-talk» 

discourse, and the observations presented in the thesis are enhanced by the quantitative analysis. 

It was also revealed which communicative strategies and tactics are employed by Boris Johnson 

in his trash-talk statements. 

Future references: “Trash-talk” is a relatively recent phenomenon which is currently turning 

into a brand-new powerful tool of mass manipulation in the contemporary political discourse. 

That is why it needs to be processed from various standpoints in the perspective of linguistic 

analysis. The obtained data can be used to piece together the aspects of this controversial and 

conflictogenenic communication into the holistic model of verbal behavior and shed light on the 

tricky ways politicians take in order to manage and mislead common people.   
 

 

 

 

 

 


