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The relevance of the research topic is connected with the insufficient 

knowledge of the linguo-communicative features of genre and text design of the 

captions to the photo and video posts in the social network Instagram. 

The degree of the scientific development of the problem. Along with the 

absolute relevance and necessity of the linguistic research of various genres of social 

media on the Internet, as well as real significant and fruitful efforts on the part of 

scientists to analyze and describe the genre diversity (blogs, social networks, video 

hosting, instant multi-format messengers, etc.) that arises under their influence, 

however, the problem of new genre formats and, in particular, Instagram as one of 

them, has not received proper and detailed coverage in the scientific literature, and 

this is evidenced by a relatively small number of scientific publications devoted to the 

problem under consideration. 

The object of the study is the accompanying message as a new form of 

epistolary genre, which is a caption to a photo and video on the social network 

Instagram. 

The subject of the study is the linguo-communicative, as well as functional 

and stylistic, features of captions to Instagram posts. 

The objective of the study is to identify, analyze and describe the linguo-

communicative features of the accompanying message as a form of epistolary genre 

based on the material of captions to photos and videos in the social network 

Instagram. 

Research tasks: 

- consider the concept of "speech genre" and analyze the approaches to its 

definition; 

- describe the features of the formation and functioning of the epistolary genre 

in the sphere of modern electronic communication; 

- to identify the specifics of the social network Instagram as an interactive 

epistolary genre of modern communication; 



- identify the key characteristics of Instagram post captions as genre 

formations; 

- to study the functional, stylistic and linguo-communicative features of 

captions to posts in Instagram; 

- analyze and evaluate various technologies and techniques for creating a 

caption for a post on Instagram; 

- carry out the procedure of content analysis of multilingual captions to 

Instagram posts. 

Theoretical and methodological basis of the research: provisions of the 

works of modern domestic and foreign scientists on the problems of Internet 

linguistics and electronic communication, the theory of speech genres, virtual genre 

studies and, in particular, the epistolary genre, linguistic aspects of the study of the 

social network Instagram. 

Research material: Instagram captions in the English-language segment of 

Internet in the amount of about 1,700 units, collected by the continuous sampling 

method from both user accounts of the social network under study, and from thematic 

collections of captions to Instagram posts that are freely available on the Internet. 

General scientific methodological principles of the research: 
anthropocentrism, determinism and complementarity.  

Special methods of the linguistic research: the descriptive method, which 

includes observation, comparison, generalization and logical-semantic interpretation 

of the obtained data, the method of content analysis, the structural and contextual 

methods. 

The scientific novelty of the research is that the material of the English-

language segment of the social network Instagram is used for a comprehensive 

analysis of the linguo-communicative features of the accompanying message as a 

new form of the epistolary genre, represented by captions to photos and videos in this 

social network, as well as the genetic continuity between the traditional epistolary 

genre and its new format functioning in the electronic communication. 

The theoretical significance of the research is determined by the refinement of 

the scientific data on the functional, stylistic and linguo-communicative features of 

captions to Instagram posts, the detailization of the linguistic knowledge of the 

processes and forms of creolization of texts, the further development of content 

analysis techniques for genre varieties of the electronic communication within the 

frames of virtual genre studies as a new and actively developing field of Internet 

linguistics. 

The theoretical and practical data obtained in the course of the research can be 

applied in the courses of teaching the theory of text and discourse, the theory and 

practice of intercultural communication, genre studies, and stylistics. 

The practical value of the research lies in the possibility of using its results 

and materials in teaching practical English courses, as well as such disciplines as 

"Computer-mediated communication" and "Communicative grammar of the English 

language". 

Besides, «Practical guide to using effective technologies for creating and 

promoting an attractive motivational caption for an Instagram post» developed as a  



result of the research and prepared for the implementation as a product of the 

research activities can be useful not only for novice instagrammers, but also for those 

advanced users of this social network who want to increase the number of their 

subscribers, in particular, thanks to the audience of  foreign-language users. 

Structure of the final qualification paper: introduction, three chapters,  

conclusion, bibliography, list of sources of examples and electronic Internet 

resources, and 11 appendices. 

In Introduction the relevance of the research topic is grounded, the degree of 

the scientific development of the problem is determined, the objective and research 

tasks are set, the subject and the object of the study are formulated, its theoretical 

significance and practical value are described, the scientific novelty is discussed, as 

well as the structural components of the qualification work are presented. 

Chapter 1 examines the concept of "speech genre" and analyzes the 

approaches to its definition, it describes the features of the formation and functioning 

of the epistolary genre in the sphere of modern electronic communication, identifies 

the specifics of the social network Instagram as an interactive epistolary genre of 

modern communication, defines the key characteristics of captions to posts in 

Instagram as genre formations. 

Chapter 2 focuses on the study of the functional, stylistic and linguo-

communicative features of captions to posts in Instagram, the analysis of effective 

technologies of making up attractive motivating the post in Instagram, as well as the 

description of the counterproductive methods of designing posts in Instagram. 

Chapter 3 is devoted to the implementation of the  procedure of the content 

analysis of multilingual captions to Instagram posts. 

In Conclusion, the results of the research are summarized and promising 

directions for further theoretical and practical research on the subject are outlined. 

The Bibliography includes 85 titles of scientific works of domestic and 

foreign scientists on the subject of the research used and quoted in the paper. 

The List of sources of examples and electronic Internet resources includes 

31 names of sources of examples which include Internet sites of individual Instagram 

accounts, online collections of Instagram post captions, online dictionaries, and 

online resources of reference and statistical nature. 

The Appendices provide various statistical data in the form of diagrams and 

tables, which are interpreted in the main body of the paper. 

 


