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Urgency of the research is determined by the increased interest in issues 

related to the existing trend of increasing the number of elements of the 

punctuation system in connection with the structural features of texts of the XX-

XXI centuries, which raises the problem of difficulties in compiling a complete list 

of punctuation marks. Problems about the classification of punctuation marks, their 

function and role in text production remain unresolved. 

 

Work objective: identification of the functions of italics and bold in text 

formation. 

 

Tasks: 
 
 

- study the history and current state of the punctuation system of the French 

language; 

 
- determine the functions of punctuation marks in modern French texts; 

 
 

- explore different approaches and points of view to the study of the 

punctuation system; 

 
- study the text-forming function of punctuation marks. 



The theoretical and practical significance of the research consists in the 

possibility to use the results of the research work to systematize knowledge about 

the main aspects of the punctuation system, as well as to study the functionality of 

italics and bold type 

 

Research results: It was revealed that punctuation marks not only serve as a 

formal typographic design of the page and a tool for facilitating reading, 

maintaining rhythm and intonation, but also are able to participate in text 

formation. 

 

Italics and bold fonts perform structure-forming and meaning-forming 

functions. 

 

The structure-forming function is the ability of fonts to create opposition, to 

correlate with the standard. Italics and bold fonts take part in the formation of a 

new text structure, which is fragmented and divided into blocks. 

 

The meaning-forming function of italic and bold fonts is to generate 

additional meanings. The opposition formed with the help of fonts participates in 

understanding the meaning of the selected text fragment, transmitting an additional 

meaning. Fonts are involved in the delineation of several storylines, in the creation 

of several worlds, acting as a marker of secondary, additional reality. Italics and 

bold fonts, using their graphics, are able to indicate a certain significance of the 

selected semantic fragment for the whole text. 

 
 
 

 

Recommendations: The obtained theoretical and practical results of this 

study can be used by students, masters, postgraduates of linguistic faculties, in the 

course "Syntax of the French language", "Theory of text and discourse" and in the 

preparation of special courses on the functioning of punctuation system signs. 


