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Topical Importance is stemmed from structural, semantic and functional peculiarities of 

occasional words. Despite the fact that there are plenty of works, devoted to the study of 

occasional words’ formation, this question is still open. Ad-hoc words reflect the development of 

language, and due to their property, there appear more ergonomic, non-trivial word-formation 

models, allowing to squeeze into the semantic structure of an occasional lexical unit not only a 

fairly large amount of information about the nominated object or phenomenon, accompanied by 

evaluative and emotive components. 

Goal: The major goal of this study is to analyze the structural, semantic, pragmatic and stylistic 

peculiarities of occasional words from the novel “Bridget Johnes’s Diary” by H.Fielding; 

describe the pragmatic effects of these lexical units in their contextual distribution  and cultural 

background that motivates them and triggers their occurrence. 

Tasks: There are a number of tasks one should accomplish to achieve the above set goal: 

- to separate the notions of neologism and occasionalism; 

- to work out the theoretical-methodological base of the research; 

- to describe occasionalism as a phenomenon in the context of modern English culture; 

- to examine the «growth points» of the corpus of occasional vocabulary in the English 

language lexicon; 

- to work out the thematic categorization of the occasional words based on the novel 

«Bridget Jones’s Diary»; 

- to identify models of formation of occasionalisms and to single out the most productive 

ones; 

- to analyse the semantical peculiarities of ocassionalisms from the novel «Bridget Jones’s 

Diary»; 

- to determine the pragmastylistic effect of their contextual usage. 

Theoretical value lies in the fact that the work can serve as a basis for further research of 

occasionalisms, as well as further study of the structural, semantic and pragma-stylistic 

properties of these lexical units. 

Practical applicability lies in the opportunity to use the results of the carried out research for 

the courses of «Stylistics», «Lexicology» and «Practical course of the 1st foreign language». In 

addition, the product, developed on the basis of the current research, is intended for use in the 

English class of language schools, educational centers and English clubs. It also increases 

students’ confidence in their language and speech competence and reduces the fear of speaking 

spontaneously. Thanks to this method, they can also improve their socio-cultural competence. 

Results: In the practical part of the work the linguistic analysis of 248 occasionalisms from the 

novel by H. Fielding «The Bridget Jones Diary» was carried out. The structural, semantic and 

pragmatic characteristics of the ad-hoc words under analysis were identified and described. In 

the course of the study, it was found out that the most productive way of forming ad-hoc words 

is the compounding of two- and multicomponent composites (50%). As a result of semantic and 

quantitative analysis, we found out that the majority of occasionalisms (43%) of the total sample 

have metaphoric semantics; the largest percentage of ad-hoc words contextual distributions 

(17%) are self-ironic, 14% of them are characterized by a touch of hyperbole in relation to the 

people around Bridget. We also found out that most extracts with the ad-hoc words serve to 



express Bridget Jones’s estimated opinion about men, her friends and parents (more than 70% of 

the total sample), the intensity of emotional discharge (about 15%) and the peculiarities of 

Bridget Jones personality (15%).  

Future References: this work can serve as a basis for further research of occasionalisms, as well 

as further study into the structural, semantic and pragma-stylistic properties of these lexical units. 

 


