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Topical Importance is stemmed from structural, semantic and functional peculiarities of ad-hoc  

words and neologisms. Despite the fact that there are plenty of works, devoted to the study of 

innovative lexis coinage, this question is still open. Ad-hoc words and neologisms reflect the 

development of language, and due to their property, there appear to be more ergonomic, non-

trivial word-formation models, allowing to squeeze into the semantic structure of a lexical unit 

not only a fairly large amount of information about the nominated object or phenomenon, 

accompanied by evaluative and emotive components. Moreover, lexical units continuously 

emerging in the conceptual field “Economy digitalization” reflect important trends in the modern 

society which require more in-depth analysis from the linguistic perspective. 

Goal: The major goal of this study is to analyze the structural and semantic peculiarities of ad-

hoc words and neologisms from the conceptual field “Economy digitalization”; highlight and 

describe the conceptual and cultural background that motivates them and triggers their 

occurrence. 

Tasks: There are a number of tasks one should accomplish to achieve the above set goal: 

- to specify the notions of neologism and occasionalism; 

- to work out the theoretical-methodological base of the research; 

- to look into the processes of new words occurrence in the context of the events happening 

in the English-speaking countries and around the globe; 

- to examine the «growth points» of the corpus of innovative lexical units in the English 

language lexicon; 

- to work out the thematic categorization of neologisms and ad-hoc words based in the 

conceptual field “Economy digitalization”; 

- to identify word-formation models of new words and to single out the most productive 

ones; 

- to explain how conceptual metaphor and metonymy work when used as the mechanisms 

of new economic words coinage. 

Theoretical value lies in the fact that the work can serve as a basis for further research of neo-

lexis, as well as further study of the structural, semantic and cognitive properties of these lexical 

units. 

Practical applicability lies in the opportunity to use the results of the carried out research for 

the courses of Stylistics, Lexicology and Practical Course of the 1
st
 Foreign Language. In 

addition, the product (database “Lexical innovations in the conceptual sphere “Economy”), 

developed on the basis of the current research, is intended for use in the English language classes 

provided for the students whose major is Economy.   

Results: In the practical part of the work the linguistic analysis of 186 neologisms and ad-hoc 

words in the conceptual field “Economy digitalization”  was carried out. The structural and 

semantic characteristics of the words under analysis were identified and described. In the course 

of the study, it was found out that the most productive ways of word-formation for neologisms 

and ad-hoc words from the given domain are as follows: compounding, lexical blending and 

quasi-affixation. The domain itself is divided into several categories: (1) Digital means of 

finance and banking (53 %); (2) Goods, services and activities in digital economy (24%); (3) 



Participants of digital economy (5%); (4) Digital economic crimes (18%).We also identified the 

domains which map their notions onto the conceptual sphere “Economy digitalization” in case of 

metaphoric and metonymic nomination. They are as follows: «Artefacts», «Nature», «Physical 

space», «Mythological figure», «Food», «Liquid», «Communication» and «Human Being». 

Future References: this work can serve as a basis for further research of lexical innovations in 

the conceptual sphere “Economy digitalization”, as well as further study into the structural, 

semantic and cognitive properties of these lexical units. 

 


