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The significance  of our research is determined by the fact that the issues of 

phraseology of a language, national and cultural specificity of phraseological units 

and identification of their common and specific features that are inherent in 

different linguistic ethnic groups, have attracted attention of scholars and have 

been the source of linguistic research for a long time. However, in the view of 

phraseological richness of languages, the problem does not seem to be exhausted 

and requires further study and search for means of effective analysis and 

comparison.  

The aim of this research is to identify, structure and compare semantic and 

linguocultural peculiarities of zoomorphic phraseological units, used to denote 

evaluative characteristics of a person, his qualities, actions and states in Russian, 

English and Spanish, as well as to identify their full, incomplete and zero 

equivalents.    

Tasks:  

1. To conduct theoretical research of the concepts of "phraseological units", 

"zoomorphic phraseological units";  

2. To determine the role and the place of zoomorphisms in the paradigm of modern 

Russian, English and Spanish languages; 

3. To examine linguistic and cultural peculiarities of Russian, English and Spanish 

zoomorphic vocabulary; 



4. To consider the concept of "thematic group" as a basis for the systematization of 

zoomorphic phraseologisms; 

5. To carry out a comparative analysis of zoomorphic idioms used to express 

evaluative characteristics of a person, his qualities, actions and states in the 

languages under consideration by dividing them into thematic groups; 

6. To identify cases of conformity (full or partial equivalents), as well as cases of 

non-conformity (zero equivalents) of zoomorphic phraseological units of the 

Russian, English and Spanish languages; 

7. To carry out quantitative correlation of the usage of zoomorphic phraseological 

units in these languages. 

The theoretical significance of the research is that its results contribute to 

identification of the specifics of functioning of zoomorphic phraseological units, as 

well as to establishment of regularities of the socio-cultural factor influence on 

their actual value. 

The practical significance of the research is that the materials of this scientific 

work can be used in the formulation of phraseological dictionaries, methodological 

developments and manuals, as well as in the practice of teaching Russian, English 

and Spanish. The results of the research can be used in term papers and theses. 

The results of the research were tested at the annual regional scientific-practical 

conference of young scientists, postgraduates and students of PSU "Molodaya 

nauka- 2020" and reflected in the publication "Linguocultural peculiarities of 

Russian, English and Spanish zoomorphic vocabulary"// Young Science 2020, 

Pyatigorsk: PSU, 2020. 

Recommendations: in the course of work on the Graduation Qualifying Thesis we 

have developed a glossary of zoomorphic phraseological units denoting human 

characteristics of the Russian, English and Spanish languages (with division into 

thematic groups), which can be used in the development of phraseological 

dictionaries, methodological developments and manuals, as well as in the practice 

of teaching Russian, English and Spanish. 

 


